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Many spouses are accustomed to
their wives coming home with must-
have purchases like a pair of pricey
pumps, a satchel with “LV” stamped all
over or a sleek e-bike with all the trim-
mings that will be the envy of the
neighborhood.

But if you’re married to entrepre-
neur Sarah Hope you must be prepared
to think bigger. Literally.

The owner of 911OccMed - Work-
place Wellness talked about informing

her husband that she bought a contem-
porary decked out four-wheeled mo-
bile unit. That way, she and her team
could head out to hard-to-reach areas
of the state to give people COVID-19
vaccinations.

“This is how we’re going to head out
to the Navajo Nation. This is how we’re
getting to the Grand Canyon. This is
how we’re going to vaccinate all these
people!” Hope recalled with the enthu-
siasm and excitement of a kid on
Christmas morning of her declaration.

She laughed and followed with her
husband Jason’s supportive response:
“He’s like, ‘OK honey.’”

Offering COVID-19 vaccines and
rapid testing are recent additions to the
lineup of services Hope’s company has
provided businesses since opening in
2016, as 911 Drug Testing. It has since
expanded from providing businesses
with background screenings on job
candidates to the bevy of offerings that
cover drug testing, fingerprinting and
immunizations.

It’s become a go-to source for major
corporations, school districts and
small businesses, all seeking the con-
venience of not having to send employ-

Andrea Pimentel (right) administers a COVID-19 vaccine at Taylor Farm in Tolleson, Ariz. on April 16, 2021.
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Valley firm does mobile COVID-19
vaccinations for workplaces
Georgann Yara
Special to Arizona Republic
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Thirteen fortunate businesses on
April 19 won the lottery, literally, giv-
ing them the multi-million dollar op-
portunity to run marijuana dispen-
saries, farms and processing plants
in rural Arizona counties.

The new dispensary licenses are
each designated for a specific county
with fewer than two marijuana dis-
pensaries operating today.

The lottery follows Arizona voters’
approval of Proposition 207 in No-
vember, which legalized adult use of
marijuana, allowed medical-mari-
juana dispensaries to sell the drug to
anyone 21 or older and called for the
additional rural licenses.

Each ball in the lottery drawing
represented an applicant who paid a
nonrefundable $25,000 for the
chance to win. The state collected
about $9.4 million from the applica-
tions.

Applicants also had to have
$500,000 of capital available, and a
proposed location for where they will
open in the counties where they ap-
plied.

Arizona only had 130 dispensary
licenses available before the lottery.
The total now is 143. About 125 shops
are operating today, as some compa-
nies that control licenses have yet to 

Lottery 
awards 13
marijuana
licenses 

Brian Campbell, left, holds the
winning numbered ball from the
Apache County marijuana
dispensary license lottery as Jason
Johnson looks on at the Arizona
Department of Health Services
headquarters in Phoenix on
Monday. Both men are with the
accounting firm of Henry and Horne.
A total of 13 licenses were awarded.
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AZ collected
$9.4M from
applicants
Ryan Randazzo Arizona Republic
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In 1993, public debate over the scope
of tribal gambling in Arizona was
fraught with controversy, criticism and
innuendo.

Conservative politicians had raised
the specter of “unscrupulous opera-
tors” and ties to organized crime. May-
ors were fretting over “social fallout”
and the need to protect the “character
of our great state.” Residents resisted
casinos in metropolitan areas, while
religious leaders charged Arizona offi-

cials with engaging in “sloppy diploma-
cy.”

And that was an improvement in the
tenor of the debate.

The year before, the FBI attempted
to seize slot machines at five tribal ca-
sinos operating without a state com-
pact. The raid prompted Yavapai Na-
tion members to blockade agents in-
side Fort McDowell casino for hours, a
protest that ultimately forced then-
Gov. Fife Symington to the negotiating
table.

Contrast those tensions with the
scene at the Heard Museum April 15,
when Gov. Doug Ducey, seated along-

side beaming leaders representing 16
tribal nations, signed new compacts
authorizing the type of broad gaming
expansion many Arizonans believed
would destroy Arizona’s moral fabric
30 years ago.

The deal allows tribes to operate
thousands more slot machines, open at
least four new casinos and take bets on
new table games. It also gives them the
chance to add more than 500 machines
every two years. 

A law tied to the compact amend-
ments goes a step further, legalizing 

What the gambling deal could mean for Arizona
Maria Polletta
Arizona Republic
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A years-long fight over water rates
could finally be coming to a close this
summer. 

The Arizona Corporation Commis-
sion is expected to decide how the
state’s largest private water company
charges customers in its 11 water dis-
tricts — a decision that could raise some
customers’ monthly bills by 63% and
cut others’ by 35%. 

The drastic changes hinge on wheth-
er Epcor, a water company serving

about 95,000 customers for a cumula-
tive 385,000 residents in Arizona, will
be ordered to consolidate its 11 water
districts into one, a move that would
create one effective water rate for all its
customers. 

The commission first ordered Epcor
to present a consolidation case in 2009
and again in 2014 to determine whether
one rate, instead of 11, would lower costs
for the majority of its customers. 

Costs currently vary greatly by dis-
trict for many reasons, including the
number of customers in each district
and the cost of water treatment and in-

frastructure. 
The full consolidation case, filed in

2017, would have doubled water bills for
some Sun City residents and lowered
costs for others, such as those in An-
them. It was called “socialist” by David
Tenney, former director of the state’s
Residential Utility Consumer Office.

The case was left undetermined after
Commissioner Sandra Kennedy recused
herself and the remaining four commis-
sioners split the vote 2-2 in January
2019.

Epcor has now returned with a new
application that outlines six proposals

for how its 11 districts could be com-
bined, ranging from as-is separation to
full consolidation and four in-between
options that combine districts in differ-
ent groupings. 

Each consolidation option spells out
different costs to customers, with some
areas’ bills lowering and some rising. 

Epcor would like to see its districts
fully combined.

Consolidation, as well as the other
proposals, would increase the utility
company’s revenue by $9.9 million, 

Major water bill changes possible for residents of Sun City, Anthem 
Taylor Seely Arizona Republic
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